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	The study of the interactions among organisms and between organisms and their environment.


	
	A biological or living  characteristic in the ecosystem that affects organisms


	
	A physical or non-living factor that affects the organisms in an ecosystem.



	
	
	
	
	

	Organisms that get their nutrition by eating other organisms


	
	Organism that feeds on dead plant and animal remains.


	
	An organism that only eats producers.



	
	
	
	
	

	Organisms that break down organic matter such as dead individuals.
EX:  fungi and bacteria


	
	Organisms that can convert radiant energy (sunlight) into organic materials (food).
	
	An organism that only eats other consumers.

	
	
	
	
	

	This cannot recycle in an ecosystem.  The primary source is the sun and it is either used or lost as heat.


	
	The material that recycles in an ecosystem – made up of atoms and molecules.


	
	An organism that eats producers and consumers.


	
	
	
	
	

	The part of the earth where life occurs (can include air, water, and land)


	
	A relationship where both organisms benefit

EX:  lichen (algae with fungus)


	
	Any relationship between organisms of two different species



	
	
	
	
	

	A relationship where both organisms are harmed

EX:  two birds of different species trying to nest in the same place
	
	A relationship where one organism benefits and the other is killed

EX:  fox eats rabbit


	
	A relationship where one organism benefits and the other is harmed.

EX:  tapeworm and human



	
	
	
	
	

	A relationship where one organism benefits and the other does not appear to be helped nor harmed

EX: shark with remora
	
	Collection of all the living organisms that live in an area along with their non-living environment.


	
	Group of similar organisms that can interbreed and produce fertile offspring




	A single nutrient that may be scarce and limits the size that a population can reach


	
	A group of organisms of the same species living in the same place at the same time


	
	The largest number of organisms that a given environment can support.



	
	
	
	
	

	The movement of individual organisms into an area


	
	The movement of individual organisms out of an area


	
	Number of individuals of a population per unit area.  EX:  5 deer per acre

	
	
	
	
	

	This growth forms an “S” shaped graph; it occurs when there are limits to the size a population can reach


	
	This is the kind of growth that happens when organisms have unlimited space and food


	
	The way in which an organism uses the physical and biological conditions where it lives – its role in the ecosystem.

	
	
	
	
	

	A series of steps in a food web where organisms transfer energy by eating and being eaten


	
	A network of all the food chains in an ecosystem


	
	The area where an organism lives; includes biotic and abiotic factors



	
	
	
	
	

	A step in a food chain or energy pyramid.
	
	Process that most organisms use to get maximum amount of energy from glucose using oxygen gas; carbon dioxide and water are products
	
	The process of plants

converting radiant energy, water and carbon dioxide into organic material (food) and oxygen gas

	
	
	
	
	

	The form of energy that is used by living things.

	
	Groups of different populations living in the same area
	
	This happens to a population that has had unlimited growth but then runs out of resources.


	
	
	
	
	

	The number of organisms that die over a given period of time. 


	
	The number of organisms that are born over a given period of time.
	
	The accumulation of toxins in organisms at the highest trophic levels of a food web.


