HUMANS IN THE BIOSPHERE

CHAPTER 6 P/H


I.  ACID RAIN - http://www.epa.gov/acidrain/
A.   What causes acid rain?

B.  What are the effects of acid rain on the environment?

C.  What is being done to deal with acid rain?
II.  HABITAT DESTRUCTION - General
http://www.conservationinstitute.org/ocean_change/habitatloss.htm
A.  Why is habitat loss thought to be the “greatest threat to the world’s biodiversity?”

B.  What is the primary cause of habitat loss?

C.  How does urbanization affect habitat destruction?

D.  Describe the causes of coral reef habitat destruction. 
III.  HABITAT DESTRUCTION -Deforestation  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Library/Deforestation/   (You will need to click at the bottom to get to the next page – there are 3 pages)
A.   Describe at least three consequences that might result from deforestation.  

B.   How does deforestation occur?
C.   How fast are we losing rainforests?
D.  Go to the deforestation images at http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a002000/a002096/ and describe how the Bolivian Rainforests have changed between 1984 and 2000.  

IV. CLIMATE CHANGE  http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/climate/GCclimate1.html
A.   What is the difference between weather and climate?

B.    Briefly describe what is meant by the greenhouse effect.

C.   What is a greenhouse gas? 


 Name 4 greenhouse gases.

D.   (Click on “Human Influences” at the bottom of the page) 

       What human activities contribute to global climate change?
E.   (Click on “Impacts” at the bottom of the page) 

      What would the impact of global climate change be on each of the following?

 Agriculture


 Ecosystems

 Sea level

       Water

 Weather
       Human Economics

V. OZONE DEPLETION   http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/ozone/ozsituation.html
A.   Why is stratospheric ozone important?

http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/ozone/ozbio1.html
B.  Which region has the highest rate of skin cancer in the world?

C.  What are 3 threats to human health that result from ozone depletion?

D.  Read about the threats to plants and animals of ozone depletion. What are phytoplankton and how are they affected by ozone depletion?
E.  What can humans do to avoid ozone depletion?
VI.  PESTICIDES - http://toxics.usgs.gov/definitions/biomagnification.html      and   
http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module02/BioconcentrationandBioaccumulation.htm
A.   What is biomagnification of pesticides?

B.    Why is biomagnification of concern to environmentalists? 
VII.  INTRODUCED SPECIES - http://www.issues.org/issues/13.4/schmit.htm
A.   What is an introduced or invasive species?

B.   List several problems that occur with invasive species.
